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The objective of the MA in Indigenous Studies is to provide our students with an immersive multidisciplinary graduate experience that centres Indigenous Studies research methodologies and creation, theory, ways of knowing, and epistemologies while placing community reciprocity at the fore. Focusing on regeneration and resurgence-based programming, students will be trained to be leaders in Indigenous-led community-based research, knowledge creation, and/or policy.
This unique approach assists all students from various cultures and backgrounds in learning about the history and lives of Indigenous People from Indigenous perspectives. The faculty and staff who work in the Indigenous Studies Department are dedicated to the success of our students.
The McMaster Indigenous Studies Department offers a graduate program with one of the largest cohorts of Indigenous faculty in Canada. In addition, the department has three research chairs, including two Canada Research Chairs and the Paul R. MacPherson Chair in Indigenous Studies. All faculty are engaged in research, and are currently funded by various Tricouncil awards, making the department a leader in Indigenous Studies research locally, nationally, and internationally.




MA in
Indigenous Studies
The new Master of Arts in Indigenous Studies is the result of 30+ years of grassroots work by faculty, staff, and community members in response to the critical demand for Indigenous research and innovation in post- secondary education and beyond. The MA in Indigenous Studies intends to retain and attract top- tier domestic and international graduate students. With a particular focus on attracting both Indigenous and non- Indigenous leaders in Indigenous Studies research, creation, and policy (as well as other allied disciplines), the new graduate program intends to bring together cohorts of innovative graduate students who are interested in working within Indigenous knowledge systems.

Admission Requirements
Admission selections will be based on academic achievement, writing sample, and strong letters of recommendation.
Applicants should have completed an Honours Bachelor's degree in Indigenous Studies or related field from a recognized university with at least a B+ average (equivalent to a McMaster 8.5 GPA out of 12) in the final year of study.
Additional required documents include:
[image: ]	A curriculum vitae
[image: ]	A statement of interest that clearly describes reasons for pursuing an MA in Indigenous Studies, research interests, previous studies, lived experience(s), career objectives, and applicants must identify three potential supervisors with rationale
[image: ]	Two letters of reference: one from an academic referee (i.e., professors or research supervisors) and one letter from a professional referee (i.e., employer who can provide a professional reference) or a second academic letter. In addition to these two letters, students may also submit a reference letter from a community member
[image: ]	Official transcripts from every post secondary degree-granting institution attended

Degree Requirements
Students will have two options for completing an MA in Indigenous Studies.
A) Course work and Major Research Paper (12 months)
B) Course Work and Community-Based Research Project (16 months)
Students will be required to complete seven courses over two terms; four compulsory courses (including one non-credit course) and three electives.

Compulsory courses
[image: ]  Indigenous Studies Research Methods [image: ]  Theories in Critical Indigenous Studies
[image: ] Indigenous Studies Experiential Learning [image: ] Professional Development (non-credit
course)
Sample Elective Options*
[image: ]  Queer, Two-Spirit, and Trans World-Making [image: ]  Participatory and Community-Based Social
Science Research
[image: ]  Political Institutions of the Canadian State [image: ] Bodies, Politics, Data
[image: ] Decolonizing Indigenous History [image: ] History of Indigenous Manifestos
[image: ] Decolonial, Anti-Racist, and Anti-Oppressive Pedagogies: Teaching and Learning Otherwise
[image: ]  Indigenous Literatures of North America
[image: ]  Indigenous Studies Graduate Reading Course
*based on current year’s offerings; many will not be offered during an academic year

Capstone Project
[image: ]  Will consist of either completing a Major Research Paper (MRP), or a Community Based Research Project (CRP). In consultation with their supervisors, MA students must choose which option to pursue by October 15 of the first term of the program.


Dr. Savage Bear

Meet Our Faculty

Dr. Savage Bear is Nehiyaw'iskwew (Cree woman) and a member of the Montreal Lake Cree Nation in northern Saskatchewan. Dr. Bear is the Director for the McMaster Indigenous Research Institute (MIRI), and an assistant professor in the Indigenous Studies Department. Dr. Bear is also the National Director of Walls to Bridges, an education program bringing post-secondary education to incarcerated students taking courses with non-incarcerated students, working as peers. Her current research includes social justice, prison abolition, body sovereignty, sexuality, gender and reproductive justice, contemporary Indigenous art, and Indigenous literature.
Dr. Ki’en Debicki
Dr. Ki'en Debicki is Kanien'keha:ka from Six Nations of the Grand River Territory in Ontario, Canada, and grew up in Ancaster, Ontario. Dr. Debicki is an assistant professor in Indigenous Studies, as well as in English and Cultural Studies. Their research areas of focus include, but are not limited to, Indigenous Literatures and Cultures, and Queer & Trans Indigenous Studies.
Dr. Allan Downey
Dr. Allan Downey is Dakelh, Nak'azdli Whut'en, and a Canada Research Chair in Indigenous History, Nationhood, and Self-Determination. An associate professor in both History and Indigenous Studies at McMaster University, he is the author of The Creator's Game (University of British Columbia Press, 2018) which received the 2019 Canada Prize from the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences. An active scholar, Dr. Downey has given close to one hundred invited talks including at Harvard, Yale, Columbia, New York University, and the University of Toronto to name a few, while also actively presenting in Indigenous communities across the country. Beyond his research and teaching activities, one of his greatest passions is working with Indigenous youth and he volunteers for several Indigenous communities throughout the year.
Dr. Bonnie Freeman
Dr. Bonnie Freeman (she/her) is Algonquin/Mohawk and is a member of the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory. She is an associate professor in the School of Social Work and Indigenous Studies at McMaster University. Her scholarship focuses on Indigenous journeying (horseback, foot, and canoeing) and understanding how land and water contribute to positive health and well-being. Dr. Freeman's work and research also include working with Indigenous youth, reconciliation and Indigenous resurgence, Indigenous social work cultural interventions, as well as community-based and arts-based approaches to further understand and promote social justice across many relations.
Dr. Chelsea Gabel
Dr. Chelsea Gabel is Métis from Rivers, Manitoba and a citizen of the Manitoba Métis Federation. Dr. Gabel is an associate professor in the Indigenous Studies Department and in the department of Health, Aging and Society. She also holds a Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Well-Being, Community-Engagement and Innovation. Her research areas focus on Indigenous health and well- being, intergenerational relationships, policy, arts-based research, digital technology, ethics, and
community-engaged research.
Dr. Jarita Greyeyes
Dr. Jarita Greyeyes (she/her) is nehiyaw of the Muskeg Lake and Red Pheasant bands of the Cree nation in Treaty Six territory. She completed her Ph.D. in the Sociology of Education program with a specialization in race, inequality, and language in education at Stanford University's Graduate
School of Education.


Dr. Robert Innes

Meet Our Faculty continued

Dr. Robert Alexander Innes is a citizen of Cowessess First Nation, located in Treaty 4 territory. He is an associate professor and chair of the Indigenous Studies Department. He is the author of Elder Brother and the Law of the People: Cowessess First Nation and Contemporary Kinship (University of Manitoba Press, 2013). His current research focuses on Indigenous men and masculinities and on history of Indigenous plains people between the late 19th to the mid 20th century.
Dr. Adrianne Lickers Xavier
Dr. Adrianne Lickers Xavier is Onondaga and Mohawk from the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory. She is an assistant professor in Indigenous Studies and Anthropology. Dr. Lickers Xavier’s current research focuses on community wellbeing and Indigenous and socio-cultural
Dr. Dawn Martin-Hill, Emeritus - September 2024	anthropology.
Dr. Dawn Martin-Hill is Mohawk and resides at Six Nations of the Grand River with her family. She was the first Indigenous cultural anthropologist in Canada and first professor in Anthropology and Indigenous Studies. Dr. Martin-Hill founded the Indigenous Studies Program at McMaster University as a graduate student in 1992. Her current research includes Haudenosaunee access to clean water, traditional ecological knowledge, and creating bilingual tools (apps, virtual reality, water sensors, Indigenous mapping, learning platforms, digital stories, film, art) to increase capacity in water monitoring. Her specific research interests in traditional knowledge naturally highlights solutions in improving water quality through attention to gender, youth, technology, governance, health, and knowledge mobilization.
Dr. Richard Monture
Dr. Richard (Rick) Monture is Mohawk, Turtle Clan from the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory in Ontario, Canada. Dr. Monture is a professor in English and Cultural Studies, as well as in Indigenous Studies. He is the author of We Share Our Matters: Two Centuries of Writing and Resistance at Six Nations of the Grand River (University of Manitoba Press, 2015). Some of Dr. Monture's research areas focus on Native American Literatures, 20th Century American Literature, and Haudenosaunee
History, Language & Cultural Narrative.
Dr. Renae Watchman
Dr. Renae Watchman (Diné) is Bitter Water born for Towering House. She is Bird Clan, (Cherokee) from her chei (maternal grandpa) and Red Running Through the Water from her nalí
(paternal grandpa). Dr. Watchman is an associate professor and teaches courses in Indigenous literary studies and Indigenous film (local and global). Along with Hartmut Lutz and Florentine Strzelczyk, she is the co-editor of lndianthusiasm: Indigenous Responses (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2020). Her first sole authored book, Restoring Relations Through Stories: from Dinétah to Denendeh (University of Arizona Press, 2024) introduces, synthesizes, and analyzes traditional stories by Diné and Dene storytellers in orature and film.
Dr. Vanessa Watts
Dr. Vanessa Watts is a member of Six Nations and Tyendinaga and lives on Six Nations of the Grand River. She is Mohawk and Anishinaabe, Bear Clan. Dr. Watts is an associate professor in Sociology, as well as Indigenous Studies. Her research areas of focus are gender, sexuality and education, Indigenous policy, Indigenous onto-epistemologies, other than human agency, and violence
against Indigenous women.
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[image: ] 1811 L.R. Wilson Hall, McMaster University
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